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decadent, moments of harmonious honor, the dance and
the bellman's chant - Webster's analogue to Shakespeare's
opposition of storms and music - be helped out with a more
studied technique ? A similar weakness charactenzed the
eCho, that outstanding instance of aural atmospherics,
which came across as, indeed, a real echo would have come
across that is, as a faint replica, all but synchronised with
the ongmal woids, so that barely a syllable ovei lapped
The effect was light, rapid, instantaneous whereas we
should be aware of something weighty, sepulchi al, omin-
ous, in such phrases as 'deadly accent9, ea thing of sonow',
*thou art a dead thing', *ncvei see her more3 1 he nature
of these, the only noticeable defects - except foi the Duch-
ess' rather perfunctory death - in an excellent production,
remains significant
Some of the most promising woik of our time is being
done by Mr Donald Wolfit The provinces aie deeply in-
debted to his indefatigable labours, his company has now a
worldwide record, East and Wefst, and one remembers his
lunch-hour Shakespeare in blitzed London when thcatie*
land was dead Omitting comedy, I have seen, so far, his
Ulysses and lachimo, done at Stratford, and, m 1946, his
own productions of Othello, Hamlet, and Volpone The produc-
tions themselves are simple, honest, and neat, with no non-
sense about them, and that, in the contempoiy Shakes-
pearian theatre, is saying a lot Often today one is expected
to accept wide changes in scene before a background whose
laborious detail prevents utterly any such acceptances, a
^ fault very obvious in the Piccadilly Antony and Cleopatra
Here there was no such embarrassment The semi-per-
manent setting in Hamlet was sensibly dewed and did not
let one down - as so often happens - m the Graveyai d scene,
where some well-placed cypresses toned in well A not dis-
similar setting for Othello was adequate, though lacking in
colour and grandeur Frederick Valk's Othello showed a
massive power alternating with a telling realism The whole,
however, was certainly a study m mental breakdown rather